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November 2020 Newsletter GO 

VOTE! 

  

The Center For Racial Equity 

and Justice Working For You! 
Over the past two months, Rev. Gilbert and The 

Center for Racial Equity and Justice has been quite 

busy promoting Voting in this upcoming Election 

and its core values: 

• Hosted Virtual Voter Education Workshop 

with Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA), Southern 

Pearls of Prince George’s County 

 

• Hosted Virtual Meeting with the Progressive 

National Baptist Convention to strategize the 

Black Church’s impact on the swing states  

 
 

• Meetings with Metropolitan Police 

Department concerning race relations 

 

• Keynote Speaker for Get Out To Vote for 

Virginia Pastors/Churches  

 

• Panel Member - Symposium on Policing in 

America sponsored by the Baptist 

Convention of Washington, D.C. and 

Vicinity 

 

• Racial Disparities Presentation 
 

• Rock The Vote Mobile Truck Concert (from 

Nannie Helen Burroughs Avenue to U Street) 

 

• Rock The Vote Concert featuring Sugar Bear 

and E.U. 

 

• Get Out To Vote Presentation (Vermont 

Avenue Baptist Church) 
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The Center for Racial Justice and Equity has 

provided steady commitment to getting in “Good 

Trouble." 

 

 
 

The Giants Just Keep 

Coming 

 
Some 50 odd years ago, a magnificent 

drama unfolded on the streets of this very 

city. With the eyes of the world riveted on 

Birmingham Alabama young folk, even 

children, spilled out of the Sixteenth Street 

Baptist Church to face down the bloody 

bully tactics of a towering figure of local 

fame, Bull Connor. He was to become 

infamous throughout the nation and indeed 

the world as he became synonymous with 
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the abuse of Police power and its 

deployment in defense of a repressive racial 

regime. His methods reflected the 

institutional imbalance of power that put to 

the lie American Claims of freedom, justice 

and equality, her chief ideological weapons 

at the time, in the conduct of the Cold War. 

Not only the courage but indeed the faith of 

these young people in the highest ideals that 

Governed the American experiment in 

democracy inspired a David and Goliath 

like showdown on these very streets.  

 What they did not perhaps understand at the 

time was that the cruelty that the world 

witnessed in the savage attack of state 

power on peaceful citizen protesters was 

not merely the manifestation of a mutant 

southern off-spring of American 

Democratic development but rather a 

phenomenon deeply embedded in our 

American DNA. Since that time, we have 

seen this devasting genetic component of 

American civil society replicate across the 

length and breadth of this nation and little 

Bull Connors pop up everywhere. The 

sickness is clearly systemic and if it is not 

addressed at the appropriate structural 

level, WE are persuaded that the “Giants 

will just keep coming.” 

These structural changes include but are not 

limited to the following: 

 We are demanding that our elected 

officials go on record in opposition to and 

unqualified repudiation of the doctrine of 

qualified immunity in policing. This 

doctrine has evolved into little more than a 

license to kill Black and Brown people with 

impunity, if it was ever intended to be 

anything more. As such policing has 

become an attractive option for bullies with 

biases looking for a socially sanctioned 

arena to express their resentments and rage 

without repercussion. The evidence 

abounds. Under the circumstances the 

implementation of such a policy, in the 

nature of the case cannot help but to erode 

public confidence in the entire system of 

government, triggering a legitimation 

crisis. When the most visible extension of 

the government cannot be trusted to uphold 

the law with integrity; when those invested 

with that sacred trust are themselves, in 

principle,  drug before the bar, it 

undermines the consent of the governed 

upon which all civil order ultimately rests. 

Stripped naked of moral consent the state 

falls back on draconian measures and 

excessive force and the people are forced to 

rebel. Hence, the chaos you have witnessed 
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in angry citizens, street protests and 

abusive, militarized police.  

One such draconian measure we insist be 

repealed (if not de jure, then de facto) is the 

no-knock warrant. This is clearly a license 

to violate, ignore or otherwise abridge the 

constitutional rights of Black and Brown 

people. This is one of the most egregious 

legal maneuvers since the Mississippi 

Black codes and initial implementation of 

segregation laws to nullify the full 

citizenship decree for former slaves and 

their progeny. 

  

It destroys any residual integrity that 

constitutional guarantees might have held 

for people of color. Democracy simply 

cannot thrive or obtain where public policy 

applies a slide rule approach in matters 

involving the inalienable rights, inviolable 

sanctity and intrinsic worth of each 

individual citizen.  

In addition to the wholesale revocation of 

qualified immunity and no-knock warrants, 

we are insisting that implicit and explicit 

bias training be mandatory for all officers, 

particularly White officers serving Black 

citizens; and that indications of biased 

policing be treated as the moral 

abomination that it is. This problem will not 

be solved without setting aside the 

conveniently comforting lies we have 

repeatedly rehearsed to our detriment like, 

“there is no systemic racism.” There is 

systemic racism with deeply personal and 

interpersonal effects. From the earliest 

beginnings of this Republic until the 

present hour, Black people have served as 

the dark screen onto which White folk have 

collectively projected their anxiety and 

guilt. Consequently, minority communities 

and particularly Black people have been 

systematically demonized and targeted.  

Moreover, we are insisting on the formation 

of a Citizens Police Review Board. Which 

will like all other institutions in a 

democratic republic be ultimately 



 

5 

 

accountable to the people. We prefer that 

the members of said committee be elected 

by popular VOTE with terms and 

jurisdiction concurrent and co-terminus 

with their City Council and County 

representatives. They should be prepared to 

meet regularly under normal circumstances 

and serve on-call in cases that may be 

particularly egregious. Police departments 

that operate within the insular structure of 

strict bureaucracies have proven 

themselves the world-over to be the enemy 

of true Democracy and authentic freedom. 

Case in point and closer to home such sub-

cultural practices as the so-called Blue Wall 

of silence which is as obstructive of justice 

as Mafia omerta is nothing more than a 

criminal conspiracy to protect offenders 

from appropriate discipline and 

prosecution. When the district attorney fails 

to bring charges against officers and 

conspire to charge victims as a method of 

intimidation, you have a full blown 

criminal conspiracy carried out in the name 

of the people to such a degree that it should 

merit the application of the Racketeer 

Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act or 

RICO statute.  

Finally, we are demanding the 

demilitarization of the Police. This 

alarming trend appears primarily in Black 

neighborhoods. This approach reflects the 

sinister origin of corrupt policing and 

judicial policies in colonial style control 

and containment of non-white populations 

in the White supremacist regimes of 

Western modernity. 

We expect the city and the county to put 

forth respective plans in an amount of time 

that reasonably reflects the URGENCY of 

the moment. If not, there will be a return to 

the streets in numbers and determination 

that may perhaps dwarf what you have seen 

thus far. We are in no mood to settle for 

anything less than justice. And for the rest 

we will see you at the polls.   

Pastor Matthew V. Johnson 

Mount Moriah Baptist Church, Pratt City 

Birmingham, Alabama 

Written June 2020 
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BLACK PREACHERS WEIGH 

IN ON SPORTS BETTING IN 

MARYLAND 

The members of the 

Missionary Baptist Minister’s Conference of 

Washington, D.C. and Vicinity, representing 

residents from Prince George’s County, 

Montgomery County and Baltimore County, 

Maryland oppose Ballot Initiative Question #2 , 

“Sports Betting Expansion Measure.” Week 

after week we stand behind pulpits all across our 

great state to preach to our parishioners about what 

kind of world we live in. I say to you that we live 

in a world that has been brutalized by the moral 

decay and sin of our society. We, as God’s 

creation, have overstepped our freedom and not 

been good stewards of the independence and 

decisions that the almighty has given us. Here is a 

chance for us to change that trajectory. 

Here is why we vote No: 

• Gambling Addiction is inevitable 

•  The gambler throws away college 

tuition, money for medical care, and 

many other expenses that come up in life 

• Gambling leads to divorce 

• Gambling leads to Job loss 

• Gambling leads to depression and 

anxiety 

Furthermore, during this time of the Covid-19 

pandemic, the economic shutdown, the need for 

parents to give full attention to their children (while 

distant learning), this initiative is not only morally 

wrong, but it is unethical to bring this initiative up 

for vote, to be considered during this period of 

economic unrest. Shame on the lobbyist, who can 

only see the profits to be gained, the opportunities 

to be given while, we, the religious community will 

be left to cope with the social, financial, mental, 

spiritual and physical woes that are sure to follow 

when the evils of gambling has taken a toll on our 

communities! The strength of our society is based 

on our moral identity, values, and ethics. 

Therefore, we say NO to Question #2,  Sports 

Betting Expansion Measure on the ballot. Psalms 

20:7 says, “Some trust in chariots, and some in 

horses: but we will remember the name of the 

LORD our God.” 

 

Statement by The Missionary Baptist 

Ministers’ Conference of Washington, D.C. 

and Vicinity 
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ICE CUBE – PRESIDENT 
TRUMP’S LATEST POND 

 
First it was Omarosa, the Kanye West - let’s 

not forget about Jim Brown – Oh what about 

the African America clergy, but NOOOOO not 

Ice Cube. Ice Cube, the rapper who wrote 

“F### Tha Police,” “It Was A Good Day,” 

“Arrest The President,” “Check Yo Self.”  Not 

the actor, producer of “Friday,” “Next Friday,” 

“Friday After Next,” “Straight Out Of 

Compton,” “Boyz N Da Hood,” “Ride Along,” 

“Are We There Yet.” He is now the latest 

victim of President Trump who seemed to be 

used as a marketing plan with “No Vaseline 

(song written by Cube).”  What made Ice Cube 

think that he was so special that  the venom of 

President Trump would not be used to infect 

him like each and every other black person that 

Trump encounter? 

Just maybe Ice Cube thought that his money 

would make Trump respect him. Just maybe 

Ice Cube’s relationship with Jeff Kwatinetz, 

who is the funder of Cube’s 3 on 3 basketball 

league (that brings retired NBA players back 

on the court). While we know Kwatinetz has 

ties with Steve Bannon, Donald Trump’s Chief 

Strategist and proven racist. Did Cube think he 

was one of the boys? Or did the Trump 

strategist play Ice Cube like a violin? Ice Cube 

is quoted, “"Donald Trump is what Americans 

love. Donald Trump is what Americans aspire 

to be -- rich, powerful, do what you wanna do, 

say what you wanna say, be how you wanna 

be," the rapper-actor said about Trump's 

appeal. "That’s kind of been like the American 

dream. He looks like a boss to everybody, and 

Americans love to have a boss."  

The lesson learned here is the richest black man 

still is just a pond in the game of life to rich old 

white men. 

Written by: 

Rev. George C. Gilbert, Jr. 
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SENATOR DIANE FEINSTEIN 
SENDS A MESSAGE THAT I 
AM STILL ONE OF YOU!!!  

There 

could not have been a better way to send a 

signal to the White “good ole boys club” than 

Senator Diane Feinstein’s comments after the 

hearing and soon confirmation of Supreme 

Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett. She 

thanked Senator Lindsey Graham (R., S.C.), 

one of the racist politicians America has ever 

seen, “I just want to thank you, this has been 

one of the best set of hearings that I’ve 

participated in and I want to thank you for 

your fairness and the opportunity of going 

back and forth. It leaves one with a lot of 

hopes, a lot of questions and even some ideas 

perhaps of good bipartisan legislation we 

can put together to make this great country 

even better.” 

Here during a time in America when the 

majority of the country and the party in which 

Senator Feinsten represents are moving an 

agenda of repenting, reforming/re-imagining, 

and replacing our government’s years of 

systemic racial inequities and discrimination, 

she shows her allegiance to Senator Graham, 

who stands in the way of progress and who is a 

symbol of bigotry and racism of the Republican 

Party. Feinstein’s comments indicate her lack 

of connection, empathy and passion for the 

many generations that will be affected by the 

gangster tactics that President Donald Trump, 

Senator Graham and the rest of the “good ole 

boys” did to insure that freedom is delayed in 

the highest court of the United States. 

Feinstein’s comments (which ended with a hug 

with Graham) were a signal to the white racist 

that their connection and fraternity is still in 

tact. 

This 

despicable “chess move” was a signal to 

undercut America’s progress and to undermine 

the voice of the descendants of slaves in 

America.  
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In 2018, the California Democratic party voted 
to endorse Feinstein’s opponent in the state’s 
US Senate race, with the four-term incumbent 
– Feinstein has served in the Senate since 1992 
winning just 7% of the endorsement vote. 

A recent push to rename public schools 
honoring historical figures with racist or 
colonialist legacies has included an elementary 
school named after her. The school names 
advisory committee noted that when Feinstein 
was mayor of San Francisco in 1986, she not 
only allowed a Confederate flag to fly in front 
of City Hall but pushed to prosecute the Black 
activist who removed it in protest. 

 

FIRST IT WAS MARIJUANA - 
NOW MUSHROOMS & LCD - 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

 

The members of the Missionary Baptist 
Minister’s Conference of Washington, D.C. and 
Vicinity, representing residents from all 8 
Wards stand in opposition against Ballot 
Initiative 81, “Entheogenic Plant and Fungus 
Policy Act of 2020” or “ Decriminalize Nature.” 
As preachers we teach that the body is the 
temple of God and that we are made in God’s 
image. Nonetheless, we are well aware there 
are lobbyist and companies who come as 
wolves in sheep clothing only to profit off the 
vulnerable and the vexed. These are they, who 
will receive revenue, while we, the religious 
community, will be left to cope with the social, 
financial, mental, spiritual and physical woes 
that are sure to follow the use of psychedelic 
drugs.  

Furthermore, we 
understand that if this initiative becomes a 
law, that our youth and young adults of our 
great city would be at great risk and 
jeopardizing their future. The National 
Institute of Health (NIH) published, 
“Hallucinogens are a diverse group of drugs 
that alter a person’s awareness of their 
surroundings as well as their own thoughts 

https://twitter.com/CA_Dem/status/1018336076023324672
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and feelings. They are commonly split into two 
categories: classic hallucinogens (such as LSD) 
and dissociative drugs (such as PCP). Both 
types of hallucinogens can cause 
hallucinations, or sensations and images that 
seem real though they are not. Additionally, 
dissociative drugs can cause users to feel out 
of control or disconnected from their body and 
environment.” 

 

Research suggests that hallucinogens work at 
temporarily disrupting communication 
between brain chemical systems throughout 
the brain and spinal cord. Some hallucinogens 
interfere with the action of the brain 
chemical that regulates: mood, sensory 
perception, sleep, hunger, body temperature, 
sexual behavior, intestinal muscle control, 

pain perception, responses to the 
environment, emotion, learning and memory. 
Classic hallucinogens can cause users to see 
images, hear sounds, and feel sensations that 
seem real but do not exist.  

We encourage the residents of Washington, 
D.C., as the go to the ballot box, to vote no to 
Initiative 81! Questions to ask: 

1. What will the child of a single parented 
home be doing while their mother or 
father is experiencing one of the “bad 
trips” that these drugs are famous of 
providing to the user?  

2. What will happen when a user is 
behind the wheel and experience the  

3. What effects will these drugs have on 
the unborn fetus who does not have a 
voice/choice? 

Statement by The Missionary Baptist 
Ministers’ Conference of Washington, D.C. 
and Vicinity 
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A Call for Reparations and a 
Transformative Black Agenda 

for ADOS 
By Ros Mickens 

“1 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 

And behold, there was a man named 

Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was ri

ch. 3 

And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on a

ccount of the crowd he could not, because he was s

mall in stature. 4 

So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamor

e tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way

. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked u

p and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and     come 

down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So h

e hurried and came down and received   him joyful

ly. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He 

has gone in to be the guest of a    man who is a sin

ner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,

 “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 

poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything

, I restore it 

fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvati

on has come to this house, since he also is a   son 

of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek a

nd to save the lost.”Luke 19: 1-10 

Last month, we explored the American 

Descendants of Slavery (ADOS) movement and 

organizations that have been popping up all over 

the nation.  Indeed,  Yvette Carnell and Antonio 

Moore as co-founders have been emphasizing to 

people to never be ashamed, but rather to embrace 

the strength and history of their ancestors in how 

they endured unspeakable brutality in order to 

survive and bring forth the current generations via 

their website - ADOS101.com. 

 

Carnell stated, “Some say I am usually preaching 

the eulogy of ADOS [American Descendants of 

Slavery] or the resurrection.  I prefer to think I’m 

teaching the resurrection of ADOS.  What we 

stand for is reparations; the heartbeat of our 

mission is the debt that America owes ADOS.  A 

debt is owed.  We should be the economic 

powerhouse of the United States, but wealth is 

locked in and we’re locked out of intellectual 
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property, land, and other empires.  We have to 

have a sense of urgency at this moment. You have 

to survive before you thrive.” 

 

In addition, Reverend Dr. Kevin A. Cosby of St. 

Stephen Baptist Church and President of Simmons 

College in Louisville, KY preaches in his pulpit 

and online about the Biblical purpose of ADOS 

pastors is to lead with purpose. He and other 

pastors across the country have created the 

National Coalition of Churches for Reparations 

(NCCFR.org) for pastors to coalesce, learn, 

advocate, and implement plans to partner with 

ADOS Chapters and to push for ADOS reparations 

and a transformative Black agenda.  ADOS is 

asking for pastors to link with the local ADOS 

Chapters in their area in order to work on Project 

Get Involved through the soon to be released 

ADOS HQ website.  Project Get Involved is where 

the fervent passion and political educated meet 

within the churches, colleges, schools, and various 

institutions created by American descendants of 

slavery in the United States in order to refocus our 

institutions to caring and reaching out to the 

people who built them. 

 
 

In one of his Sunday sermons, Pastor Cosby stated 

that other groups may be owed reparations.  Cosby 

emphatically stated , “I identify exclusively as an 

American descendant of slavery.  I have roots in 

Africa, but all my fruits in America.  So ADOS for 

me is identification, concentration, and reparation.  

‘Who are we? ’is our identification question.  

‘What should be our focus? ’is our concentration 

question.   ‘What is owed us?’ is our justice claim.  

‘Sediqua’ the Hebrew word in the original 23rd 

Psalm says “he leads me in the path of justice”.The 

Black church came into existence from AME to 

AME Zion to Baptist came into existence to speak 

about Justice for ADOS [the American 

Descendants of Slavery].   For the masses of 

ADOS people, they are vulnerable and susceptible 

[as sheep] to the wolves.” 

 

According to Ibrahim Tanner of ADOS 

Indianapolis, he spoke about how Pastor Cosby 

speaks truth even across all walks of religion.  He 

states how even as a Muslim man,  the message of 

ADOS resonates with Gen-Xers and Millennials 

who understand poverty rates; the lineage of 

ADOS  needs to have specific lineage-based 

reparations and the Black agenda in order to 

survive.The American Descendants of Slavery 

movement insists on the churches joining, 

participating and advocating for our people in 

organizations like the NAACP, Urban League, 100 

Black Men, 100 Black Women,  sororities and 

fraternities to advocate for our ADOS reparations 

and the Black Agenda. 



 

13 

 

The Black agenda includes the following 

elements. 

1. We need set asides for American 

Descendants of Slavery, not 

“minorities”, “people of color”, 

“women”, “lgbt”, “Hispanics”,  

Latinos” nor any other 

designation.  This starts with 

nomenclature on the U.S. Census 

with ADOS and a different term 

for Black immigrants. 

2. Once affirmative action is 

streamlined as a government 

program, only and specifically for 

ADOS, should the program be 

fully re-instituted. (Currently, over 

60% of affirmative action 

programs benefit White women.) 

3. Protections of the Voting Rights 

Act. 

4. 15% of SBA loans should be 

distributed to ADOS businesses. 

5. Multi-billion dollar infrastructure 

plan to target ADOS communities, 

including the “Black Belt” and 

Flint, MI. 

6. Residents of majority ADOS areas 

that have been poisoned under the 

federal, local and state 

government’s watch (such as Flint, 

MI and others) must be financially 

compensated for the benign 

neglect of the Environmental 

Protection Agency and the 

government in general. 

7. We demand an immediate 

assessment of the number of 

ADOS prison population on the 

Federal and State levels.    We 

want a review of punishment, bail, 

sentence lengths, amount of time 

served before parole, as ADOS ’

sentences and incarceration rates 

are levied at a higher rates based 

on race and gender compared to 

other groups. 

8. Audit the banks to see if patterns 

of racial discrimination in lending 

occurs, and require these banks 

extend loans to ADOS businesses. 

9. Mandate that the government’s 

advertising budget include Black 

media.  In addition, mandate that 

10% of the government’s 

advertising for governmental 

agencies, armed forces and other 

ancillary programs go to a 

majority ADOS owned media 

companies.  (Currently, many 

media companies are Black 

targeted not Black owned.) 

10. ADOS college debt should be 

forgiven the same way losses were 

forgiven for the Wall Street banks. 
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11. A health care credit to pay for 

medical and dental coverage for all 

ADOS. 

12. ADOS demands review of direct 

payouts to be made to every 

American descendant of Slavery 

whose ancestors built the United 

States of America. 

 

ADOS DMV Region has a website at 

adosdmv.com for anyone interested in advocating 

for American Descendants of Slavery in DC, 

Maryland and Virginia. Find your local chapter 

online to help ADOS across the country grow 

politically, as we push the needle for true change 

for Black America. Visit the National Coalition of 

Churches for Reparations NCCFR.org or email 

contact@nccfr.org or ADOSPastors@gmail.com 

for more information. 
  

 

  

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR  

GOLD STAR PARTNERS   

  

• The Holy Trinity United Baptist 

Church, Pastor George C. Gilbert, 

Sr.  

• The New Macedonia Baptist Church, 

Pastor Patrick J. Walker  

• Centerpoint Baptist Church, Pastor 

Orlando Bego  

• African American Religious Affairs, 

Rev. Leslie Watson Wilson  

• People For The American Way  

• Faith Strategies LLC 

 

We Need You! 
 

 

  

To Donate 

PayPal: The Center For Racial Equity And Justice

• Facebook: The Center for Racial Equity and Justice 

• Twitter: The Center for Racial Equity and Justice or @CenterRacial 

• Instagram: centerforracialequity_justice 

• Sign on to website to get involved: 

www.thecenterforracialequityandjustice.org 

http://nccfr.org/
mailto:contact@nccfr.org
mailto:ADOSPastors@gmail.com
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