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December 2020 Newsletter 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

  

Clergy-"To Be or Not To Be, 

That is the question?" 

 

When William Shakespeare wrote the play 

Hamlet, it was an attempt to illustrate the need 

for a person of uncharacteristically strength in 

the face of opposition, a strong mind in the 

midst of suffering, one who is capable of 

navigating troubling waters in the time of 

adversity, and one who knows the choices of 

having life and death in matters before them. 

When you think about it, being a member of 

the Clergy, it sometimes looks like a Social 

Worker, a Psychiatrist, a Psychologist, a Police 

Officer, a Mediator... and much more.  When 

God calls one to do ministry, or acknowledges 

ones "calling", this comes with many aspects of 

life, its pitfalls, failures, and successes.  

Watching my late Pastor, Ernest Gibson, Sr., do 

ministry as a child, I had no idea what it took.  

As a pastor you go to school with your 

members, you visit the morgue, the hospital, 

pray, cry, and love them during the good, the 

bad and the ugly.  Even as a Christian minister 

my pastor embraced the Nation of Islam to 

support the people in Mayfair Mansions, and 

pray with the community.  As Clergy, you open 

Food Banks, homeless shelters, ministered to 

the incarcerated, the sick and the shut-in, bury 

them, marry them, and give counseling, and 

career guidance.  As a pastor you attend court 

proceedings, meet with the leaders of the City, 

even minister to and pray for the Mayor and 

those in leadership.   

So, it was when I acknowledged my calling, it 

seemed as though I would follow in my Pastor's 

footsteps.  I too did the things that God had 

called my pastor to do.  Even when I attained 

my M.Div., the Dean of HUSD, the late 

Lawrence Jones, told me as I received my 

Degree "Anthony, take it to the next level".  
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Keeping my love of God, words of 

encouragement and instructions from those 

whom I admire and heed, I am reminded of 

Paul's instructions in 1 Corinthians 9:22, "To 

the weak became I as was, that I might gain the 

weak: I am made all things to all men, that I 

might by all means save some."  

As we engage the role we play in the ordering 

of lives many twists and turns, always ask 

ourselves the question when it comes to our 

Ministry and being a member of the Clergy: "To 

Be or Not To Be, That is the Question?"  

Another question we must ask:  Is this 

something you are called to do, or are you 

simply trying to be something you are not?   

Written by: Rev. Anthony Motley 

 

To Donate 

PayPal: The Center For Racial Equity 

And Justice 

 

 

REPARATIONS in America:  

A Reality For Some, A Fight For All 
by 

Nicole Roach 

 

What are reparations? 

 

Merriam-Webster defines reparations as the, “Act 

of making amends, offering expiation, or giving 

satisfaction for a wrong or injury”. I would simply 

define the act of reparations, as a citizen of the 

United States, as a recommitment to the 

principles upon which this country names boldly 

in its own Pledge of Allegiance. Liberty and yes, 

justice for all—especially for the descendants of 

those once enslaved. There are several instances 

internationally where victims have received 

reparations. America has paid and promised 

reparations to victims of its atrocities before. 

After World War II, through congressional action 

the Indian Claims Commission was created in 

1946 to pay compensation to federally recognized 

Native American tribes for violations of the 5th 

amendment, and also for the taking of lands 

relegated to tribes by the Federal Government 
without adequate compensation.  
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Additionally, Japanese Americans who were 

placed in internment camps during WWII 

received reparations. Two attempts were made 

to survivors of the camps under the Japanese 

American Claims Act of 1948 and the Civil 

Liberties Act of 1988. It also includes victims of 

forced sterilization—who were overwhelmingly 

poor, Black American Descendants of Slavery 

(ADOS) on government assistance programs. 

Additionally, monetary reparations were paid to 

the survivors and descendants of The Tuskegee 

Experiment, in which nearly 400 Black Men were 

injected with syphilis and left to suffer without 

medical intervention over the course of 40 years 

between 1932 and 1972. Lastly, it was agreed 

upon that reparations would be paid to the 1923 

Black victims of Rosewood in Florida, who were 

murdered and had their homes and town burned 

to the ground at the hands of white mob justice. 

Additionally, monetary compensation to survivors 

of state sanctioned police brutality—albeit now 

empty and unapologetic, is an act of reparations.  

  

What should reparations look like for ADOS? 

 

The American Descendants of Slavery (ADOS) sees 

reparations as something much more expansive, 

yet very specific to the victims of the atrocities of 

American Slavery, and 100 years of Jim Crow and 

Redlining laws. American Economist and 

professor at Duke University, William “Sandy” 

Darity asserts that reparations should have three 

aims:  

1). Acknowledgement of the wrongs done  

2). Payment for the wrongs done, and  

3). Closure for both parties (Anyabwile, 2019).  

 

Monetary compensation is the cornerstone of 

any reparations bill; however, a comprehensive 

program of reparations is not made whole with 

only monetary compensation. In the examples 

that I give above, the reparative outcomes were 
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not as the groups had hoped because of two key 

mistakes that were made with the restitution 

efforts. 1). The dollar amount of cash reparations 

was woefully insufficient 2). Badly written 

eligibility standards left many rightful victims out 

and slowed down compensation to survivors and 

their descendants. Reparations to ADOS is not 

just recompense, but restorative justice. In the 

“Roadmap to Reparations” ADOS states officially 

that, “While the sum owed in reparations for the 

entirety of anti-black discrimination in the United 

States is undetermined, the amount of the claim 

just evaluating slavery in isolation—without the 

era of Jim Crow that followed—is in the trillions 

(ADOS101.com)”. 

 
 

Who should receive reparations? 

 

It has already been established that eligibility 

standards can kill a reparations program even in 

the conceptual stage. In fact, the myth of not 

being able to determine who and who isn’t 

eligible for reparations in the United States has 

been used as one of the primary counter 

measures to political expediency of an adequate 

reparations bill. A great example of this is a 

program underneath the Philadelphia Plan, which 

is popularly known as Affirmative Action. An 

article in The Atlantic details the program which 

was credited to the Nixon Administration. 

According to the publication, “Within only a very 

few months of the implementation of the 

Philadelphia Plan, preferences of various kinds 

were extended to women, Hispanics, and other 

groups. With any program of reparations, 

likewise, other claimants will come forward…. 

members of these groups may concede that they 

were not maltreated in the same way as African 

Americans—and may not be entitled to the same 

consideration” (The Atlantic, 2014). The 

expansion of the program to other groups 

watered down its effectiveness for African 

Americans and ultimately, ADOS. Founders of the 

ADOS movement - Yvette Carnell and Antonio 

Moore, maintain that reparations should be 

limited solely to those people who have lineage 

that ties them both to slavery in the United 

States, and the subsequent era of Jim Crow 

(ADOS101.com).  

 

ADOS DMV Region has a website at adosdmv.com 

for anyone interested in advocating 
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for American Descendants of Slavery in DC, 

Maryland and Virginia. Find your local chapter 

online to help ADOS across the country grow 
politically, as we push the needle for true change 

for Black America. Visit the National Coalition of 

Churches for Reparations NCCFR.org or email 

contact@nccfr.org or ADOSPastors@gmail.com 

for more information. 

 

 

The American Voting 

Blame Game 

 
Now that the current Presidential 

election has concluded election 

analysts and media personalities have 

started the analytical deciphering 

process on who voted and how the 

various ethnic groups in America 

voted.  This process which in many 

instances is a blame game is presented 

as a view of who supported who and 

why certain results did not end up, the 

way they, the analysts, and media 

personalities predicted or wanted.  

Normally, when this blame assignment 

game is presented, African Americans, 

if looked at critically are normally the 

target of blame for whatever results 

occur.  This blame game unfortunately 

occurs on both sides from the two 

major political parties Democrats and 

Republicans.  Let me give a few 

examples;  In the aftermath of the 

2016 Presidential election many 

Democrat analysts and media 

personalities were quick to note that 

Democrat presidential candidate 

Hillary Clinton would have been 

elected if more African Americans had 

voted in several key states (i.e., Ohio 

and Michigan were given as examples) 

at the same rates as they voted for 

President Barack Obama.  Now I guess 

this assessment would make sense if 

one were to believe that African 

Americans are the major demographic 

group in America.  Unfortunately, 

African Americans only make up about 

mailto:ADOSPastors@gmail.com
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13 percent of America and thus can 

only be a game changer in certain 

states where their population is such 

that they can make a difference.  Now 

this could be a possibility in such states 

as Ohio or Michigan if election results 

are close like Ohio and Michigan were 

in 2016.  However, even if this were 

possible the election analyst and media 

personalities have failed to address the 

main demographic group that in most 

cases really determines whether 

elections will favor Democrat or 

Republican candidates and that is 

White Americans.  So, the real question 

to ask is “why do White Americans 

vote the way they do and why do they 

tend to vote against Democrat 

candidates in Presidential elections”? 

 

In the 2016 presidential election Hillary 

Clinton’s problem was not African 

Americans where she got 89 percent of 

their vote.  Her problem was not 

Hispanic Americans where she got 66 

percent of their vote nor Asian 

Americans where she got 65 percent of 

their vote.  Hillary’s and the Democrats 

problem was she only got 37 percent 

of White American’s vote.   Note, 

White Americans are the 

overwhelming majority in America.  

White Americans that are non-Hispanic 

make up approximately 60 percent of 

the American population. Back to the 

real question, “why are White 

Americans not voting for or favoring 

Democrat presidential candidates 

despite the fact that all other racial 

demographic groups do”?  

For whatever illogical reason political 

pundits and media analysts refuse to 

ask this question.  The reason why 

Hillary Clinton lost the 2016 

presidential election is not that she did 

not get enough African American 
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votes, not that she did not get enough 

Hispanic or Asian American votes, no 

the real reason why Hillary Clinton is 

not President Clinton is that she did 

not get enough votes from White 

Americans.  It must be noted that the 

majority of White Americans, have not 

voted for a Democrat for President 

since Lyndon Johnson’s candidacy in 

1964.  According to the Roper Center 

at Cornell University White Americans 

have voted in recent  presidential 

elections in the following manner: in 

2016 the Republican Presidential 

candidates got 57 percent of the White 

vote, in 2012 the Republican 

presidential candidate received 59 

percent of the White vote, in 2008 the 

Republican candidate received 55 

percent of the White vote, in 2004  the 

Republican candidate received 58 

percent of the White vote and in 2000 

the Republican candidate received 55 

percent of the White vote. 

Democrat pundits and media 

personalities are in some type of deep 

denial when it comes to America and 

its election voting practices.  The same 

is true for Republicans as the current 

2020 election results showed.  At first 

on election day and shortly after, the 

news spin was a high percentage of 

African Americans (and African men in 

particular) and the same for the 

Hispanic community were voting for 

the current President.  As the days 

went on and the results were slowly 

coming in from major urban areas in 

key swing states the voting results for 

the current Republican President begin 

to show that African Americans and 

Hispanics were voting in the same 

manner that they have voted in, in 

previous Presidential elections.  As 

these results began to favor the 

Democrat candidate at the expense 

and displeasure of the current 

Republican President the news spin 

began to change again.  
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Suddenly now these urban areas 

where African Americans and Hispanic 

Americans are located are now areas 

of mass cheating and fraud and thus 

their votes must be thrown out.  At this 

same time no one is questioning the 

legitimacy of the vote of White 

Americans who voted for the current 

President or for that matter for those 

who voted against the current 

President.  This blame game 

unfortunately by both parties and 

many in the media always tends to 

focus mostly on those evil, 

irresponsible, cheating or noncaring 

African Americans (the traditional 

bogeyman of America) in order to 

deflect the true blame for election 

results (good or bad) from our White 

sisters and brothers who make up the 

majority of voters.   Note to all, it is 

tough being Black in America even 

when doing the right thing like voting – 

unreal! 

 

Author:  Jerome D. Davis holds an MBA 

and is an avid student of the History 

and Culture of African people 

worldwide. 
 

BEING PROPHETIC DURING 

A PLAGUE 
Watchmen what of the night? 

 
If you spoke with our young people 
concerning the times we are experiencing 
today, you would hear them say things like:  
➢ 2020 has been the worst! 
➢ 2020 has been the worst year my life! 
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We live in a time where people need a seer- a 
watchmen - a prophet. The people need the 
man or woman of God to articulate the social- 
economic, environmental, and cultural 
activities of the world through the lens of 
divine spectacles and from a mouth not co-
opted by big business or party affiliation.  The 
people need to hear a voice that is 
contradictory to those who put money over 
the Master and culture over Christ.  They 
need a voice who will not sell out to the 
promises of politics but instead stand on 
principles.  
 
The modern-day watchmen must articulate 
the God’s will and purpose for the world and 
how it must come executed with or without 
our approval, even in conditions that are 
detrimental. The prophet is responsible for 
preaching both judgement and hope! The 
Prophet must see how the world arrived at a 
place of destruction through our own actions, 
while also seeing that this is not all there is, 
and will to stand on the fact that our 
partnership with and obedience to God will 
move us, our communities, our country and 
our world in blessed comfort with the most 
high. 

Now is the time that people need to hear 
from the White House to the outhouse that 
contradiction of God’s will brings reproach to 
any generation. Therefore, if we experience 
systemic racism or environmental abuse, both 
are on a path of catastrophe. The seer must 
be brave enough to warn the people and the 
powers how close we are to destruction. 

However, there is 
hope in the message! The hope that we see is 
the flower that grows in the middle of 
concrete. There amid hardness a flower buds. 
There with extreme weight and pressure a 
flower grows. There with no sign of 
nutritional value beauty is at its best. This 
hope is likened to the flower blooming in the 
asphalt happens because there is a crack in 
the concrete. And the prophet must 
emphasize that no matter how hard, no 
matter how much pressure is on us, no 
matter how much we don’t have, that we can 
still bloom, blossom and be beautiful because 
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Satan left a crack in his plans. When the stone 
was moved away there left a crack in the 
plans. Following Jesus fully is our hope for this 
dying world. 
 
Written by: Rev. George C. Gilbert, Jr. 
  

HELLO WHITE FOLK, 

I’M CORI BUSH NOT BREONNA 

TAYLOR! 

 

Newly elected, Missouri Congresswoman Cori 

Bush decided to wear a Breonna Taylor mask 

at the Capitol on her first day of new member 

orientation. However, she became shocked 

and sadden by some of her Republican 

colleagues who apparently had not heard of 

the 26-year-old who was shot and killed by 

police in Kentucky eight months ago. Some 

thought that the name on the mask was hers 

and called Bush “Breonna” throughout the 

day. 

Bush wrote that “a few 

of my Republican colleagues” assumed 

Breonna was her name. “It hurts,” she wrote. 

“But I’m glad they’ll come to know her name & 

story because of my presence here.” She later 

tweeted, “It’s Day One, so I’m wearing my 

“Breonna Taylor” mask. A few of my 

Republican colleagues have called me 

Breonna, assuming that’s my name. It hurts. 

But I’m glad they’ll come to know her name & 

story because of my presence here. Breonna 

must be central to our work in Congress.” 
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This is why The Center for Racial Equity and 

Justice must continue to place the issues of 

Inequity and Justice in the laps of the 

unbothered white Americans who choose not 

to educate themselves on race issues, implicit 

bias, the accurate history of America and the 

impact they have on racism for deciding to be 

silent concerning racism.  

KEEP THE FAITH BABY! 

Written by: 

Rev. George C. Gilbert, Jr. 

 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

Adam Clayton Powell Jr What's in 
Your Hand Speech - 1967 

 “As far as I know here, 
you're in trouble. Where it says about 

thirty percent are unemployed. That's why 
I'm working hard to get this surplus food 
here. Some of you say to me, "Well, I'm not 
like you: I'm not a congressman." "I haven't 
got education." "I haven't got work." But 
you're a human being. And you know what 
you've got? You've got in your hand the 
power to use your vote and to use even 
those few cents you get from welfare to 
spend them only where you want to spend 
them! 

Look at that! A young slave boy stood one 
day before the greatest ruler of his day. 
And God said to Moses, "What's in your 
hand?" And Moses said, "LORD, only I've 
got a stick, that's all." He said, "Well, let me 
use what's in your hand!" And God used 
that slave boy with a stick in his hand to 
divide the Red Sea, march through a 
wilderness, bring water out of rocks, 
manna from heaven, and bring his people 
to freedom land! 

What's in your hand? What's in your 
hand?! George Washington Carver! Who 
was so frail that he was traded for a broken 
down horse as a slave boy...and George 
Washington Carver sitting in the science 
laboratory at Tuskegee told me, he said, 
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"Dr. Powell," he said, "I just go out into the 
fields each morning at 5 o'clock, and I let 
God guide me ...and I bring back these little 
things and work them with my laboratory." 
And that man did more to revolutionize the 
agricultural science of peanuts, and of 
cotton, and sweet potatoes than any other 
human being in the field of agricultural 
science.  

What's in your 
hand? Just let God use you, that's all. 
What's in your hand?! "I've got a string in 
my hand, that's all, and I'm flying a kite! 
And way up in the heavens lightning strikes 
it! And I, Benjamin Franklin, discover for 
the first time, the possibilities of electricity 
- with a string in my hand." What's in your 
hand?! Little hunchback sitting in a Roman 
jail?! "I haven't got anything in my hand, 
but an old quill pen..but... God says, 'Write 
what I tell ya to write!'" And Paul wrote: "I 

have run my race with patience. I've 
finished my course. I've kept the faith.. 

What's in your hand, little boy?! "All I've 
got is a slingshot and the enemies of my 
people are great and big and more 
numerous than we are!" "Well, Little David, 
go down to the brook and pick out a few 
stones and come on back, and close your 
eyes if you want to and pull back that 
slingshot and let it go!" And David killed the 
biggest enemy, the leader of the giants, 
against his people, and his people became 
free, just letting God guide a stone in his 
hand.  

And a few years passed, and David is a king. 
And God says, "What's in your hand?" He 
said, "I've got a harp in my hand." He said, 
"Well, David, play on your harp!" And he 
played, "The Lord is My Shepherd I shall 
not want...maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures... leadeth me beside still 
waters...Yea, though, I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I'll fear no 
evil." 
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  What's in your 
hand? What's in your hand?! Man Hanging 
on a Cross?! "I've got two nails in my 
hands! Father! I stretch my hands to thee! 
No other help I know. If Thou withdraw 
thyself from me, whither shall I go?" And 
that man with two nails in his hands split 
history in half: B.C. and A.D.! 

And what's in your hands tonight, people of 
Cambridge? You've got GOD in your hand, 
and He'll let you win! Because He's on your 
side, and one with God is always in the 
majority. So, walk with Him and talk with 
Him, and work with Him, and stick 
together, and fight together! And with 
God's hand in your hand, the victory will be 
accomplished, here, sooner than you 
dreamed, sooner than you hoped, sooner 
than you prayed for, sooner than you 
imagined. 

Good night and God bless you.”  

 

  

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR  

GOLD STAR PARTNERS   

  

• The Holy Trinity United Baptist 

Church, Pastor George C. Gilbert, 

Sr.  

• The New Macedonia Baptist Church, 

Pastor Patrick J. Walker  

• Centerpoint Baptist Church, Pastor 

Orlando Bego  

• African American Religious Affairs, 

Rev. Leslie Watson Wilson  

• People For The American Way  

• Faith Strategies LLC 

Follow Us! 
➢ https://www.thecenterforracialequityandjustice.org/ 

➢ Facebook: The Center for Racial Equity and Justice 

➢ Twitter: @CenterRacial 

➢ IG: Centerforracialequity_justice 

https://www.thecenterforracialequityandjustice.org/
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